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Harper and Minister of State Candice Bergen must act to save 
affordable homes for hundreds of thousands of Canadians  

 
On November 22, National Housing Day, low-income tenants and housing advocates across the country 
will launch a week of action, calling on Minister of State for Social Development, Candice Bergen, to 
keep a home within the reach of 600,000 households currently living in social housing in Canada.  
 
“Hundreds of thousands of people across Canada could be forced out of their homes by rent increases 
they can’t afford if the federal government fails to restore expiring social housing subsidies,” says Yutaka 
Dirks, of the Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario. “Thousands of people across Canada, and dozens of 
community organizations, agencies, faith groups and unions agree that Minister Bergen a needs to act to 
prevent this looming crisis, as well as increase funding for new social housing.” 
 
In addition to calling for the renewal of $1.7 Billion in annual operating agreement subsidies, advocates 
want the federal government to increase funding for new affordable housing and homelessness programs 
and to create a rights-based housing strategy that respects provincial jurisdiction. 
 
“The federal government must put an end to the heavy uncertainty that currently surrounds the future of 
social housing in Canada,” said Francois Saillant of Front d’action populaire en réaménagement urbain 
(FRAPRU). 
 
Every year, 200,000 people are homeless in Canada, and millions more are inadequately housed1. 
Aboriginal people, women, people with disabilities, racialized community members, seniors, youth, 
newcomers and others face high rates of homelessness and housing inadequacy. In September of this 
year, Canada rejected UN calls for a federally-funded housing program2.   
 
“If this problem is not resolved, the critical affordable housing shortage in Canada will only get worse and 
more people will become homeless,” said Clark Brownlee of the Right to Housing Coalition of Manitoba. 
 
Events are taking place in Vancouver, Toronto, Coquitlam, Campbell River, Whitehorse, Winnipeg, St. 
Johns, as well as a massive rally organized by FRAPRU on Wednesday, November 27th in Ottawa. 
Dozens of organizations from coast to coast have endorsed the week of action. For information see: 
http://action4housing.wordpress.com 
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For more information: 
 
Toronto:    Yutaka Dirks, Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario  
    (416) 597-5855 x.5243  
Quebec/Ottawa rally: Francois Saillant, FRAPRU 
    (514) 919-2843 
Winnipeg:   Clark Brownlee, Right to Housing Coalition Manitoba  
    (204) 488-1786 
                                                 
1 The State of Homelessness in Canada 2013, Toronto: Canadian Homelessness Research Network Press. 

2 http://socialrightscura.ca/eng/international‐initiatives‐upr‐2013.html  


